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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: Today's date is 

December 28, 2001. The time is 5:05 in the 

afternoon. This is Lieutenant Joseph 

Chiafari of the Safety Command, and I am 

here today conducting the interview with 

Firefighter Ronnie Cifu of Engine Company 16 

regarding the events of September the 11th, 

2001. 

Q. Ronnie, state your name and your 
company and describe for us what had taken place 
on September the 11th. 

A. My name is Ronald Cifu of Engine 16. 

September 11th I was working the day 
tour. I got here a little early. About 8:45 the 
run came in. I heard a plane had hit the World 
Trade Center, and I kind of figured that we were 
going to be going. So I got on the rig and 
turned the radio on. I was listening to it on 
the radio. Right away the box was transmitted, 
and they sent us initially. 

From here I got on the FDR Drive and 
headed south from 29th Street. I made good time. 
Once I got past the Brooklyn Bridge, I was able 


to get a good look at the towers. There was an 
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incredible amount of fire, at least ten floors as 
far as I could see. 

From there I was debating on which 
route to go. I got down to Battery Park, and I 
decided not to go through the tunnel, underneath 
the battery and out onto West Street. I got off, 
and I think I went up State Street to Church. I 
went up Church and made a left turn onto Liberty, 
but there was too much civilians and traffic on 
Liberty. So I backed out, and that's when the 
second plane hit. 

I heard an explosion, and the guys got 
off the rig to back me out. Then the debris 
started falling. We got hit with a lot of debris 
on Church and Liberty. I continued north on 
Church, and I made a left turn on Barclay. I 
went down Barclay, took a hydrant over there. We 
all got off the rig. 

I walked to the Trade Center through 
the plaza onto West Street. I was with the 
members of Engine 16. The officer and the 
members went into the building, and I started 
helping the other MVOs supplying water to the 


building. 
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We had the north corner of the north 
tower. There was a Siamese connection there. We 
had that supplied. There was a Siamese 
connection on the south corner of the north 
tower, and we had that supplied. We were 
relaying water from across the street to one 
pumper to the Siamese. 

Once we had the building supplied with 
water and all the other chauffeurs were doing 
pretty okay and everybody was hooked up, I was 
plotting my next move. My next move, I was 
thinking about going into the building and down 
to the basement and maybe starting the fire pumps 
or checking with the engineers. 

That's when the first person jumped. I 
was on West Street. I backed up a little bit. 
Then another person jumped. There had to be at 
least 15 people that just jumped in the amount of 
like ten minutes. The time was around 9:15, 9:20 
at that point. 

When I first got there, there were a 
lot of maydays and urgent messages. One of the 
messages I heard was we lost an elevator, and 


then there was a second message that we lost 
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another elevator. 

As the operation continued, there was a 
lot of debris falling. As the people were 
jumping, I kept on backing up onto West Street 
and heading a little north. I was sort of like 
underneath that north bridge. 

As all the debris was falling, I think 
that's when the south tower started to collapse. 
I remember a lot of people running, and I looked 
back and I just thought it was more debris. 
People were running past me. So I continued to 
run with them, and I was running north on West 
Street. I turned around and I saw the dust 
cloud. Before you know it, that caught up to me 
and I was engulfed in that. 

Then I was crawling on West Street. I 
was worried I was going to get hit with part of 
the building or somebody was going to run me 
over. Sure enough, there was a police car and he 
was running north with his lights on, and he was 
crashing into the wall, the divider wall, which 
he kind of had me pinned up against. And then I 
jumped up onto the grass, and I started crawling 


along the grass. 
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The dust continued. It was completely 
black. I would say that lasted about 10, 15 
minutes. Once that cleared, I kind of went and 
regrouped with a couple of the other chauffeurs. 
I got back up on my feet and went back to my rig. 
I pulled my rig a little closer. I hooked up. 

We were trying to keep some of the dust down. We 
had a couple of the stangs going to try to keep 
some of the dust down. 

I wasn't really sure if there was a 
collapse. I thought it might have been a partial 
collapse, maybe just the top floors. 

As far as water, I'm not sure if we had 
enough water into the building. We could have 
used a little bit more. I'm thinking that maybe 
the plane severed the standpipe system itself. 

That was about 15, 20 minutes after all 
that took place, and another 10 minutes after 
that -- it was about 30 minutes between 
buildings -- then the second building came down. 
I remember seeing the top floor, about five or 
six floors, pushed out and to the west, and then 
the whole building came down. 


Then it was the same scenario all over 
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again. I started running up West Street. This 
time I got behind one of the rigs and just waited 
for the dust to clear. Most of the dust cleared. 
Then I got dusted off. I regrouped with a couple 
of guys. 

That was pretty much it for me for the 
day. I was kind of like knocked out of the 
kitchen. At that point they pushed everybody 
north up to Chambers Street to the staging area, 
and they weren't letting anybody back towards the 
fire. 

I remember seeing companies. I 
remember seeing rescue, Rescue 1. I remember 
seeing 3 Truck, Ladder 2. That was the last time 
I saw them. I remember hearing Ladder 7 on the 
radio, on the handy talkies. I couldn't get a 
clear picture as to what they were saying. They 
just seemed to be checking in with one another. 
That was the last time I heard Ladder 7, and that 
was before the collapse. 

That's about it. 

Q. Do you recall who from Ladder 7 you 
heard on the radio, the voice? 


A. No. I heard the officer maybe the OV, 
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or the roof. They were all kind of like checking 
in with one another. 

Q. As far as the companies that you said 
you saw like Ladder 2, Ladder 3, did you see them 
in the street? Did you see them in a particular 
part of -- 

A. I saw Ladder 3 in the plaza between 
like Barclay and the World Trade plaza. They 
were just heading in. I saw Ladder 2 heading 
south on West Street. Rescue 1, I remember 
seeing them on West Street. That was all before 
the first collapse. 

Q. You mentioned about hooking up to the 
Siamese on the north side of Vesey Street? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you recall which apparatus it was 
hooked into? 

A. No. It might have been 1 Engine 
supplying that. I don't remember which rigs it 
was. But we had the building covered. We had 
all the Siamese connected. 

Q. Just waiting to be used, if it was ever 
used. 


A. Yeah. 
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Q. Did you go in the building at all at 
any point? 

A. No, no. I started walking towards the 
building. I was thinking about going in, 
checking with the engineers, and something told 
me that's just not a good idea. I turned around. 
That's when people started jumping. I just 
backed off from there. 

Q. All right. Anything else you feel of 
importance that you need to add? 

A. I think the standpipe system itself 
might have been severed, so I don't know if the 
standpipes were ever used. If they were, I don't 
think we had a good supply of water. I don't 
think we had a good supply of water from the 
hydrants. It seemed like we were getting -- the 
pressure was just dropping as we used all the 
hydrants in the area. 

The water pressure seemed to be a 
problem. It was just the more hydrants you were 
using, the less pressure you were getting and you 
just couldn't supply. 

Even after the collapse when we were 


starting to relay water to the car fires and 
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stuff like that, we just couldn't get the water. 
I think that was a big problem. 

Q. Do you recall what you were operating, 
what pressure you had, what you were drawing from 
the hydrant from the operating panel? 

A. The hydrant pressure was down to like 
maybe five, ten pounds, and we were losing water. 
I noticed that at a couple of different 
locations. Towards the end of the operation, 
they were relying on the boats supplying water 
from the river. 

Q. This is later on? This is after the 
collapses had taken place? This is when they 
were trying to control fires that were taking 
place around the surrounding area? 

A. Right. Even when I went down there a 
week later, it was the same problem. We just 
couldn't get any pressure out of the hydrants. 

Q. You weren't aware of the pressure of 
the hydrants before the collapses, though? 

A. No, no. I was just stretching lines 
and making connections between the chauffeurs. 

Q. Very good. All right. Anything else? 


A. I don't think so. 
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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: This concludes 
now the interview with Firefighter Cifu. 


The time is now 5:17. 
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